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Il.—Homer ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


1. Tue Burdwan Sanjivani of the 13th February says that Babu Haradhan Borpwan sansrvast, 


_ Samanta of Mirzapur, in the district of Burdwan, 
having died, his son and other relations were taking 
his dead body for cremation to the bank of the 

Damodar, making the usual cry of Haribol. When the party neared the residence 

of the District Superintendent of Police, a constable arrested the son by his 

order, and challaned him to the thana. But the thana people were unable to 
make out what his offence was, and consulted a well-known pleader on the point, 
who said that the man was guilty of no offence. He was accordingly let off, 
after having been made to execute a bond for keeping the peace. This conduct 
on the part of the District Superintendent of Police has surprised the writer. 
The Magistrate should enquire into the matter in order to ascertain whether or 
not there is truth in the story. , 


2. The Vikrampur of the loth February says that a number of men in 


The District Superintendent of 
Police, Burdwan 


Chats Ge. Daven Soares. by selling them, as genuine, ornaments made of 


imitation gold. The other day they enticed away a woman from her husband 
with the object of passing her off on their customers as the owner of their 
spurious ornaments. 


3. The same paper says that a number of gamblers have again made their 
appearance in Dhankunia, within the jurisdiction 
of the Munshiganj sub-division of the Dacca district. 
The other day a number of people were going to purchase cows, and these 
gamblers failing in their attempt to induce them to join in the gambling, 
ultimately took their money by force. It is said that some chaukidars secretly 
help these gamblers. ; 


4, The Samay of the 16th February says that lately the death of a 
oleae Musalman resident of Narainganj, named Nazimulla, 
p rhe Rolice of Narainganj in the having aroused suspicion of foul play, the Inspector 
minnie of Police, Imdad Ali, sent up Syed Mahomed, 
Dhona Kazi and some others, on a charge of having murdered the man. And 
in the absence of any other evidence against the accused, he produced Nayan- 
tara and Ulfut Bibi, the wives of the first two accused respectively, as witnesses 
for the prosecution. The two women, however, having totally denied before 
the Magistrate all knowledge of the crime charged against their husbands, the 
accused were discharged. But this did not discourage the Police Inspector, who 
at once brought a charge of perjury against the two women, inasmuch as the 
had spoken of their husbands’ crime before the police, but had denied all 
knowledge of it before the Magistrate. At the trial of the case, which was 
held by the Deputy Magistrate, Babu Jnan Sankar Sen, the accused stated in 
their defence that it was owing to the severe torture they were subjected to by 
the police that they had promised to give evidence against their husbands. 
They stated that they were forcibly dragged from their homes to the thana, 
and were there detained and subjected to the severest torture. One of the 
accused, Ulfut Bibi, even showed to the Deputy Magistrate marks of torture on 
her body. The case was, arog: immediately dismissed, Now, should 
not the story of police oppression disclosed in the course of these two cases, 
horrify every man who hears*it? It is the absence of any check from the 
higher authorities that is making the police so bold in their career of high- 
handedness. The Balladhun case, the Noakhali case, and many other cases 
show how the police, in their boldness, are now-a-days getting up one false case 
after another. Will the Lieutenant-Governor tolerate all this in silence? And 
did it not behove the Deputy Magistrate who tried the case against the two 
Narainganj women, to report the conduct of the police to the bisles authorities ? 
It is to be hoped that the Bill for police reform which is just now being 
considered by the Supreme Legislative Council, will make some provision for 
checking this sort of police oppression. 


Gamblers is the Dacca district. 


Feb. 13th, 1894. 


VIKRAMPUR, 


Bejgaon in the Dacca district are cheating people Feb. 15th, 1894. 
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_- Thefts in the Howrah district. 


( 132 ) 


5. A correspondent of the same paper writing from Cuttack, under _date 
the 11th November last, says that while stopping at 
Oppression by steamer men Chandbally on his way to Cuttack, he saw one 
between Calcutta and Chandbally. morning, near Messrs. Kilburn and Company’s j ety, 
the dead body of a Uriya who had been a fellow-passenger with him in the 
same steamer, and who had been kept confined for inability to pay his fare, 
On being questioned about the cause of the man’s death, the men of the 
steamer said ‘that they knew nothing about it. Again, an old man was seen 
near Messrs. Maclean and Company’s jetty, crying over the dead body of a 
child, and on being asked the reason of his sorrow, the man said that he, 
together with his wife and child, was a passenger by the steamer Uriya, and 
that when landing from the steamer at Chandbally, his wife and child fell into 
the water through the recklessness of the steamer’s men, and were drowned. 
The child’s body had since been picked up, but no trace could be found of 
his wife’s body. On enquiring of a resident gentleman of the place whether 
or not a proper police enquiry would be held into these cases, the correspondent 
was told that the police would not dare to take any action against the steamer 
authorities. Some time ago, said he, an English-knowing young man from 
Calcutta, who was appointed Sub-Inspector of Police at Chandbally, made an 
attempt to put an end to the oppressions of the men of the steamer services, 
but was himself obliged to resign. Since then no Police officer has dared to do 
or say anything against the steamer authorities. Two or three deaths among 
third class passengers at each trip are not an infrequent occurrence, and 
sometimes more deaths occur. 

6. The Bangavasi, of the 17th February, says that on the day after the 
Saraswati Puja, on which the image of the goddess 
was thrown in the river Hooghly, constables were 
. placed near every masjid in Calcutta with orders 
not to allow the processionists to make music whilst passing these Musalman 
places of worship. Such a step was never taken in Calcutta before, and the 
writer asks what the authorities meant by taking such a step this time. Not 
even the Musalman rulers interfered with the religious ceremonies of the 
Hindus in this way. In Allahabad, within the very walls of the Mughal fort, 
and within a stone’s throw of the Mughal palace, the Mughal rulers allowed 
the Hindu shrine of Akshaybatnath to stand intact and unmolested. May it 
not well be asked, after the recent action of the Calcutta Police, who is to be 
held responsible for the existing ill-feeling between Hindus and Musalmans? 

7. The same paper has learnt that thefts have become very frequent 

| in village Bhandargachha within the jurisdiction of 
the Amta thana in the Howrah district. The 


The Calcutta Police and Hindu 
religious processions. 


police should look sharp. 


8. Referring to the liberation by the Lieutenant-Governor of two 
Eurasian boys from jail at the request of Sir John 


ig case of the two Eurasian Tambert, the Sanjivant of the 17th F ebruary asks 


if Sir John Lambert or the Lieutenant-Governor 
has ever shown similar kindness to any native sent to jail for an offence 
similar to that of the two Eurasian boys, namely, stealing food in the pangs 
of hunger. It is sure these lads would not have been treated with the consider- 
ation they have received if they had not been Eurasians by nationality, and 
if their cause had not been taken up by the Secretary to the Eurasian and 
Anglo-Indian Defence Association. 

9. <A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash of the 18th February thus 
“Whe files Hees Gea wee Rates langail in the district of Mymen- 
in Mymensingh. gi: P ° 

— At Tangail, the Sub-Deputy Collector, Sujatali, 
the Volice-Inspector, Mobarakali, the Sub-Registrar, Naoserali Mir Masarruf 
ITossein, and some other Musalmans, have formed themselves into a party. The 
first of these men is a relative of the tahsildar of the Sudhukar newspaper, who 
is the complainant in the assault case, The -Police Inspector is for various 
reasons doing his best to help the cause of the Sudhakar party while the 
remaining three persons are intimately connected with that newspaper. Thus, 
it is these gentlemen who are in reality conducting the case on behalf of the 
tahsildar. Sometime azo, before the assault case cropped up, Karimanness 


oo ef 


Khanam, the celebrated female zamindar of Atia, attended a dinner at the 
house of the Inspector, She next invited the Inspector to a dinner in her own 
house. The latter accepted the invitation, but refused to attend on the day 
of the dinner, and asked the lady to send dinner to his house, At this the 
lady, who is of a far higher descent than the Inspector, naturall felt insulted, 
and did not send dinner to his house as requested. This offended the Inspector. 
On the 19th January last, the deposition of the Editor of the Sudhakar having 
been taken in connection with the assault case, the Inspector wanted to force 
the zanana of the lady zamindar with the object of arresting asamis, and the 
Sub-Deputy Collector, Sujatali, asked Shib Babu, the Sub-divisional sien 
to give the necessary orders to the Inspector. But the latter having declin 
to do so, the Inspector, accompained by a number of constables, went to force 
an entrance into the zanana of the lady. But Mr. Abdul Karim, on behalf of 
the lady having ordered guns to be yee ns, he made a precipitate retreat, 
having arrested only two outsiders. He challaned these two men in A form 
after having detained them for.a long time. He also reported against the lady, 
stating that she kept paid lathials in her service. The challaned asamis have 
brought a charge against the Inspector accusing him of illegal detention. The 
lady too has lodged a complaint against the Inspector before the District 
Superintendent? of Police and the local Criminal Court. 


(6)\— Working of the Courts. 


10. The Bharat Mitra of the 15th February has learnt that Mr. Apcar, 

ae who induced the Calcutta Municipality to vote an 

at toe asa Registrarinthe sddress to Lord Lansdowne, will be appointed a 

ghours Registrar in the High Court. ‘What a bargain: 
paid with one hand, and received with the other.” : 

11. The Bangavasi of the 17th February expresses surprise at Mr, Cotton’s 
reply in the Council the other day, that Government 
| has never heard of any inconvenience caused to 
suitors and witnesses by the Magistrates taking up cases while on tour. 

12. The same paper says that lately 140 cases came on appeal before 


Trial of cases during tour. 


{r. Jenkins, Magistrate of Dacca. In 75 of these _ 


_ Administration of criminal ¢aseg the decisions of the lower Courts were 
justice. ‘ a ° 8 
reversed, in 35 cases the decisions were upheld, and 
the remaining 30 appeals have not yet been heard. The Divisional Commis- 
sioner asked the Magistrate to explain why so many decisions had been reversed. 
The Magistrate said that most of the cases were of a civil nature. But this 
reply not satisfying the Commissioner, he asked for a better explanation. And 
this time the Magistrate had to confess that a large number of these cases had 
been tried by Honorary Magistrates and by new stipendiary Magistrates, The 
writer cannot say whether this explanation satisfied the Commissioner; but he 
must, for himself, ask the authorities whether it is proper toemploy incompetent 
and inexperienced men to dispense justice. | 
13. The same paper says that during his recent visit to Subarnapur, 
Babu Nabin Chandra Sen, Babu Nabin Chandra Sen, Deputy Magistrate of 
Deputy Magistrate of Ranaghat, Ranaghat, in the Nadia district, went on foot from 
Nadia district. —house to house informing himself of the grievances 
of the people, and discussing with the respectable inhabitants various questions 
of local importance, such as prevention of distress from scarcity, pure water- 
supply, clearing -of jungle, making village roads and so on. What Babu 
Nabin Chandra did is seldom done by a Deputy Magistrate on tour. 


14. Referring to the case of assault attempted to be committed on the 


The Deputy Magistrate of @ditor of the Sudhaker at Tangail, the Sanjivani 
Tangail in the case of assault on Of the 17th February says that Babu Shib Chandra 

© Editor of the Sudhakar. Nag, the Deputy Magistrate of Tangail, transferred 
the case to the file of a Bench Magistrate, and ordered the accused to be 
released on bail of Rs. 100 each. This very Deputy Magistrate, however, 
took a bail of Rs. 500 from the editor in the defamation case which was 
pending against him and a bail of Ks. 200 from each of the correspondents whose 


| Magistrate to whose file the assault case has been transferred is the Sub-Registrar 


writing constituted the subject matter of the charge in that case. The bench. 


BuHaRaT Mirra, 
Feb. 15th, 1894, 


BaNGavas!, 
Feb. 17th, 1894, 
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Dacca PRAKASH 
Feb, 18th, 1894. 
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of the place, and a protégé of the Deputy Babu’s. Babu Shib Chandra was, how- 


ever, shortly after transferred from Tangail, and when going to join his new 

post he wrote to the bench Magistrate: “I am going. You should soon dispose 
of the caso. A new Deputy will come.” A petition was submitted to the new 
Deputy Magistrate for transferring the case from the file of the bench Magis- 
trate, but he did not consider it right to interfere with the order passed by his 
predecessor. In the meantime the District Magistrate of Mymensingh issued 
an order requiring the case to be tried by the Deputy Magistrate or by a 
Sub-Deputy. The bench Magistrate, however, took up the case on the 9th 


February last, and took down the depositions of the complainant and two 
witnesses. 


(d)— Education. 


15. The Sahachar of the 14th February has the following :— 

Sir Charles Elliott’s return to this country is 
causing anxiety to the public. It.1s rumoured 
that His Honour contemplates dealing a blow to 
education and Local Self-Government. But the elected members of the Bengal 
Council will not certainly allow him to have his way without making a vigorous 
opposition. His Honour cannot of course check the progress of education in the 
country, though he may curtail the State grant for education. But if he does 
so, a question will be put on the subject in Parliament. In England and the 
Colonies, a large part of the public revenue is spent in the cause of education, 


‘Sir Charles Elliott’s educational 
policy. , 


and following the example of France, Lord Salisbury even proposed a scheme 


of free education for the people of England. .In this country it is only the 
Europeans and Eurasians that are oducated gratis at the cost of the public, 
more than one-half of the expenses of their education being borne by the people. 
All these things will have to be discussed in Parliament. 

16. The Bankura Darpan of the 15th February says that the chief defect 
of the existing system of primary education is that 
it aims at making its young recipients learned 


scholars within a tg? short time. Look at the 
curriculum of the middle vernacular or middle English examination, and you 


will find included in it nearly all the subjects which form the curriculum of the 
B. A. examination! The large number of books which boys preparing for the 
middle vernacular or middle English examination have to read tells severely on 
their health. But it seems that the matter has at last attracted the attention _ 
of the authorities. In his convocation address, Sir Alfred Croft alluded to ~ 
the defects of the present educational system; but he is himself responsible for 
them. It seems that some high official has brought to his notice how hard little 
boys have to work in order to master a lot of books. And now that Sir Alfred 
has come to know of the evil, he is sure to find a remedy and apply jt. 
17. The Dacca Prakash of the 18th February has the following :— 


Formerly, lists of text-books for the primary 
examination were prepared by the Circle Inspectors, 


but complaints having been made against their 
selections, the Director of Public Instruction took the matter over into his own 


hand. But this has by no means removed public dissatisfaction in connection 
with these lists. Nothing can be a matter of greater regret than that with 8 
man like Sir Alfred Croft at the head of the Education Department, the work- 
ing of the Text-Book Committee and the selection of text-books for the 
different examinations, do not give satisfaction to the public. During Sir Alfred’s 
absence on leave, Dr. Martin's selection of text-books gave great satisfaction 
to the public. But not even he was able to see through the tricks of interested 
authors. ‘The first list of text-books for the middle vernacular examination 
published this year gave satisfaction to the public, but that list was changed, 
and the histories of England, Greece, and Rome, which had been kept out at 
first, found place in, it. 


Ayain, the people of Dacea having complained to Dr. Martin against the 
proceedings of the Central Text-Book Committee, he wrote to them in reply pro- 


posing among other things the. establishment of a new. Committee at Dacca. 
But this proposal was rejected by Government. Of the other proposals con- 
trained in Dr, Martin's letter, that relating to the appointment of some East 


Curriculum for the vernacular 
eXxawinations. 


Sclection of text-books for the 
vernacular examinations. 
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Bengal men as members of the Central Text-Book Committee has been given 
effect to. In the concluding part of his letter, Dr. Martin wrote that he had 
directed the Text-Book Committee to let authors know the reason of the rejec- 
tion of their books. When the letter reached those for whom it was intended, 
a piece of paper was found pasted upon that part of it in which the above 
direction was given to the Committee, written upon in a different hand, and 
containing the statement that the Committee had been asked to let authors 
know the result of their decisions rejecting books—a statement wholly different 
from that originally made. This writing was not initialled by Dr. Martin. 
This letter was for some reason sent back to Dr. Martin, and when it returned 
from him, a portion of the paper at its top was found torn off. aprons | 
Dr. Martin wrote some thing there, and it was torn off in order that people 
might not know what it was. 
18. The Sulabh Dainik of the 19th February says that the Bengali passage —sutasa Darr, 
+ , = which is given for translation into English in the _ Feb. 19th, 184. 
ranslation from Bengali into ‘ ; . | 
English in the Entrance examina- Entrance examination is always a word for word 
tion translation of some passage in an English book, and 
therefore proves an outlandish and unintelligible jargon to the candidates. 
This plan has been adopted for the convenience of the English examiners, who 
cannot understand pure Bengali. But the necessity of manufacturing and setting 
such a jargon may be obviated by transferring the translation from the English 
to the Sanskrit paper. | 
19. The Sulabh Dainié of the 20th February says that the questions in  SvtasH Dame, 
arithmetic set this year in the Entrance Examina- — Feb. 20th, 1894. 
tion were most objectionable. It is clear that they 


were set with a view of confounding the boys. 
The writer is alarmed for the candidates. 


Arithmetic in the last Entrance 
Examination. 


(c)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


20. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 13th February has the following:— — Buapwan Sanstvast, 
| i This year the District Board of Burdwan has __ Feb. 18th, 1804, 
a ee the District resolved to grant money for the repair and cons- 
truction of roads only on condition that people 
accepting it should give it a registered agreement not to exceed the rate which 
it may choose to fix for the work to be done. The effect of this Resolution 
will be that very few people will accept the money at the Board’s hands. 
Moreover, as Members of Local Boards have expressed their willingness to find 
out men, on their own responsibility, to carry on the work of repair and 
road-making, the District Board can very well entrust these latter with money 
under the old rules. It is hoped, therefore, that the Board will reconsider the 
matter and cancel the new rule requiring registeréd agreements. _ 

21. The Bangavasi of the 17th February says that the new proposal to — Bamcavasi, 
take written agreements from those who accept =‘ Feb. 17th, 1804. 
money for the construction or repair of village 
roads, binding them not to exceed the Government rate, and making them 

personally liable if they exceed it, means that Government would henceforward 


rather not have anybody come forward to undertake the construction or repair 
of village roads, 


New road-making rule. 


(f )—Questions affecting the land. 


22. ‘The Sahachar of the 14th February has the following on the Assam ABAcuas, 
Yeut disturbances :— Om Oem, POP: 

) The Morning Post newspaper of Allahabad 

which is about as anti-native in tone as the Pioneer, speaking of the riot, 

says :—F irmly believing in the honesty of Government, the eople asked the 

Local Government whether or not their petition on the su ject of increased 

assessment had been sent to the Viceroy, but they received only bullets 


The rent disturbances in Assam. 


in reply. | 
There can be no graver indictment against the late Viceroy than that he 


was, in the opinion, not of agitators like the Hon’ble Surendranath Banerj; 
and Babu Narendra Nath Sen, but of an anti-native anti-co fel. 


like clay in the hands of his subordinates. Under the administrati 
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( 136 ) 


other Governor-General was so much mischief done to the country in a time 
of profound peace. The mischief commenced in Cashmere and ended in 
Assam. His Fscallnies sent a hasty telegram to Assam reducing the assess. 
ment and asking the local officials to put down the disturbances in such a way 
as not to attract the notice of the public. But the officials neither feared 
nor respected him, and fired on the raiyats in accordance with his firing 
circular. A lot of simple uneducated people assemble at a place for the 
purpose of discussing their grievances; the authorities ask them to pay rent at 
enhanced rates, they refuse, and forthwith off go a number of guns and a 
good many of them fall like so many birds. This is what happened in Assam. 
Considering the nature of tho times, the writer has no wish to icrease the 
feeling of unrest already prevailing in the country. Let the officials of Govern- _ 
ment so conduct themselves as to restore the old state of things under which 
the — had confidence in Government’s sense of justice, and local officers 
respected the views of the people and never favoured particular sections among 
them to the prejudice of the rest. It was a maxim with the old Civilians not 
to disturb the agricultural classes, but many acts have been done within the 
last five years which have had the effect of disturbing those very classes, The 
Chaukidari Act, the new settlement of land, and the policy of Government in the 
matter of the cow-slaughter riots have all tended to produce the same effect. 
The timo is gone for officers like Mr. Ward, so let him be pensioned off, and 
let a commission be appointed to enquire into the grievances of the raiyats. 


23. Vhe Attavadi of the 15th February has the following :— 

The officials of Government profess to carry 
on the administration in the interest of the people, 
but their public acts belie their profession. Whenever they have to enact 
anew law or make a new rule, they make much of what is said in support 
of such law or rule, and utterly ignore what is said against it. It is for this 
reason that their acts often occasion so much trouble. Reference is then 
made to the disturbances in Assam, and the following remarks are made :— 
The people of Assam cannot be held responsible for the affair, for they onl 
tried to protect their rights by just means. The affair with its deplorable 
consequences was due to want of judgment on the part of the officials. If 
Lord Lansdowne had now been in India he would have been glad to learn that 
his firing circular had been given effect to in Assam. After the disturbance the 
Government of India reduced the assessment. But if the reduction had been 
made before, no trouble would have takén place and a good many lives would 
have been saved. All this is the outcome of: Government’s putting no trust in 
the representations of the people. It thought that the grievances of the people 
were baseless, und it declined to consider them, and the troubles came 

In.all matters the officials are now-a-days anxious to maintain their own 


zid. Will the Assam affair open their eyes and show them the error of their 
conduct ? 


The rent disturbances in Assam. 


(h)— General. 


24., The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 13th February refers to the firing 
circular and remarks as follows :— 

In consequence of this provision for murder 
made by Lord Lansdowne, a good many people of Assam have lost their lives. 
Their only offence was that they refused to pay revenue at enhanced rates and 
usked the local officials to wait till the result of this memorial to the Govern- 
ment of India was known. But the officials did not accede to this very 
reasonable prayer of theirs, and gave them the choice of either paying the 
enhanced rates or of being shot down as rebels. The people, nevertheless, 
resisted the demands of the officials, for they little suspected that the latter 
would resort to extreme measures in case of their demands not being complied 
with. It will, however, be wrong to regard them as rebels, for though they 
disobeyed the orders of local officials, they were willing to abide by the decision 
of the Supremo Government. Many of those who have been shot down by the 
polico were innocent persons. So much for the effects of Lord Lansdowne’s 
circular. Will not Lord Elgin now withdraw it, and by that means save the 
people of India from untimely deaths? The writer puts this question to His 


The firing circular. 


~ 


( Wj 


Excellency simply because he considers him to be the worthy son of his father, 
who will in all probability follow a just course of action. 


95. The Hitavadi of the 15th February says that at the last meeting of Hi tavadl, 
the Bengal Council, it was stated on behalf of Feb. 1th, 1894. 
Government that the local authorities were trying 


to put down the acts of oppression by native soldiers 
on the people of. Mahestala near Alipore. But the writer has learnt from a 


trustworthy source that nothing has in reality been done in the matter. Why 
is Government so indifferent in the matter of protecting the people? 


96. The General and Gauhariasfi of the 16th February has learnt that all Gunseat ann 
Oo 2 the petitions against the cow-killing circular which is 10h, te 
ine a against the coWw- were submitted to Sir Charles Elliott have been 
l ° 


forwarded by His Honour to the Government of 


India for consideration. The writer prays the Viceroy to consider them 
favourably. | 


27. The Sudhakar of the 16th February has the following — SUDHAKAR, 


The Amirta Bazar Patrika says that the Feb. 16th, 18% 

The Muselmans and the cow- Musalman community is now divided into two 
iain parties—one turbulent and bent upon war and 

therefore opposing the cow-killing circular with might and main, the other sober 

and sensible and therefore hailing the circular with joy as a harbinger of peace. 

But as a matter of fact there is not and there cannot be any difference of 
opinion among Musalmans on the subject of the circular. It 1s because Musal- 

mans seek for peace and see that the circular in question is calculated to 

roduce serious mischief that they are protesting against it. Itis because the 
ucalesane have the welfare of the English Government at heart that they are 

giving it timely warning. We have not the remotest wish on earth to attain our 

object by threatening Government. It is the Puirika which knows best 
how to attain its object in that way. Confident in the sense of justice of 
Government, the Musalmans have said what they feel in their hearts, and the 

Patrika will only follow its usual practice if it now tries to poison the ears of 
Government by trying to make it out that our statements have been fiery 
utterances. It is but natural that the Patrika should be beside itself with jo 
when it sees the Musalmans snubbed, and give its support to. a measure whic 
will convert the Musalmans into a race of vegetarians like itself. 

The Patrika has tried to implicate .the two organs of the Musalman 
omen iy the Sudhakar and the Mahomedan Observer, in the Shambazar riot | 
affair. 

We wish the Patrika to understand that while feeling sincere respect for 
those noble Hindus who wish us well, we are dead against those Hindus who 
look upon the Musalmans as impersonations of sloth and voluptuousness, and 
as thorns in the side of the Hindus. The Patrika regrets that since the death 

_ of the late Nawab Abdul Lateef the turbulent element in the Musalman commu- 
7 has gained in strength. The fact is the Musalmans now see that they 
will be losers if they cease to urge their grievances from a consideration for 
the feelings of others. It isa matter of congratulation to the Musalmans that 
the Hindu Patrika has now begun to read the utterances of mlechchha Musal- 
mau papers in order to satisfy itself about the existence of secret conspiracies 
among the Musalmans | 
_ According to the Patrika we are wrong in saying that the Government has 
issued the cow-killing circular from a partiality for the Hindus. But let us see 
how the matter stands. The Musalmans have been forbidden to lead cattle to 
slaughter along public strects, to hawk about beef for sale, and to slaughter 
cows in their houses, in other words, they have been in a manner forbidden to 
eat beef, simply in deference to a Hindu superstition. And were we not 
under these circumstances justified in expressing ourselves as we did? The 
Putrika also says: ‘‘ Let not the Musalman papers raise so loud a clamour, for 


it is certain that the Musalman community will heartily obey the circular.” 
tt our contemporary will see whether the prophecy he has made is true or 
alse. 


_Oppressions at Mahestala near 
Alipore. 
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Our contemporary has advised us not to oppose the British lion, which is 
not to be tamed by our articles, We wonder why it has not supplemented that 
advice by its logical complement and corollary, namely that we should give up 
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eating beef. Every line of the Paérika’s writing betrays malice against the 
Musalmans. : ae 

We have thought over the result of the circular and said what we really 

feel and fear. It is our hope that Government will grant our prayer if it finds 

it just. 2 

: 28. The same paper publishes a correspondence, of which the following is 

a, translation :— 

You will be pleased to give this correspondence 

a place in your world-renowned Sudhakar, which is 
a well-wisher of the Musalmans:— | 


Awake O Musalmans! Awake for once; 
Your religion and your religious ceremonies are all gone, 
and you are ruined. 
What you were and what you shall be! 
Time there is yet; awake for once. 


Musalmans and the Cow-killing 
Circular. : 


Musalman brethren! how long will you sleep? Is your sleep not yet over? 
Once open your eyes, once shake off your charmed sleep, and stand up and see 
from what height you have rolled down to what depth. Were you not once 
renowned in the world as the most civilised, the most valiant and the most 
learned people on the earth, and as the world’s greatest conquerers ? Did not 
Asia, Europe and Africa once serve you with bent head? ‘To say nothing of 
these long past things, who was it that introduced civilisation in India? Was 
not that too a work of your fore-fathers ? How kind were your fore-fathers to 
the Hindus, although it is a popular impression (and even a fact in many 
instances) that conquerors ruin the conquered by interfering with their religion. 
But so strong were the Musalmans in the strength of their knowledge and their 
religion, that they belied this popular impression, and looking upon the Hindus 
as their brethren, appointed them to high posts, gave them zamindaris, and 


granted them free permission to follow and maintain their religious practices. 


Musalman brethren! these once favoured brethren of yours having been 
enlightened by the civilisation which your fore-fathers introduced, and havin 
secured the principal posts under the Government, and having gradually 
possessed themselves of the zamindaris of the Musalman zamindars, are now 
resolved to drive you out of India by interfering with your religion. I there- 
fore tell you, O brother Musalmans! there is time yet, welcome the jewel of 
learning into your hearts: there is no time to be lost or idled away; you are now 


sunk almost in the lowest depth of degradation. If even now you begin 


studying, there is hope that * aig may overtake the Hindus. 


Musalman brethren! You are aware of the circular which has been issued 
by His Honour the Lieutenant-Goveror. This circular is only a result of the 
monopolising of Government appointments by the Hindus. ‘lhis circular has 
been prepared with the sole object of sending you to jail by the hundred eve 
year, for you deem your life a trifle weighed against your religion, and you will 


- never give y cow-sacrifice so long as you retain your life and consciousness. 


Even if you lead cattle to slaugliter along private and unfrequented ways, the 
Hindus will harass you and will not only snatch away your cattle by force, but 
will also make you rot in jail by instituting falso cases. Such being the case, 
O Musalmans, you should send to the Lieutenant-Governor in time, from every 
district, from every thana and from every village, memorials couched in plaintive 
terms and stating the mischievous result that will follow from the circular. If 
all of you submit memorials, the generous Licutenant-Governor, who loves his 
people, will certainly withdraw the circular. You should also collect money 
and set up an advocate in Parliament to which the Hindus have gone up. | 
ou do not arrange everything in time, your religion and religious practices will 
gone, and there is no knowing how many persons will lose their lives. 

It is a very fortunate circumstance for us, that, at this critical time, the 
Sudhakar (moon) has risen over the Musalman world and is doing great good to 
the community by its balmy rays. Just think, who would have now fought 
hard against the enemy on behalf of this fallen community if the Sudhukar had 
not been set up? Who would have reported from door to door what the enemy 
is saying and doing every moment? It is doubtful whether any other person 
or paper could have rendered the Musalman community in one hundred years 


So aa} 
the service which the young Sudhakar has rendered to that community in the. 
course of three or four years. But what sorrow and what misfortune, that 
many Bengal Musalmans are so indifferent to their religion that they will suffer 
so gencrous a friend to die before their eyes by witholding their support from 
him. no 

We humbly entreat the subscribers of the Sudhakar to pay the subscriptions 
that are due from them with a view to secure it a long life and to see that the 
number of its subscribers increases. Ifthe Sudhakar now sets in your sky, 
which God forbid, depend upon it that the Indian Musalmans will be p unged in 
eternal darkness. The heart-rending cry which the Sudhskur has been uttering 
for the last few weeks is enough to melt a heart of stone. It is strange to see 
how many who owe three or four years’ subscriptions are enjoying their sweet 
slumber undisturbed by that cry. Bravo! well wishers of your society ! 
Three cheers for your honesty ! | 
29. Referring to the £nglishman’s proposal to levy a tax on railway 
passengers, the Bangavasi of the 17th February says 
it will not object to such a tax only if its rate is fixed 
so high as to make railway travelling unpopular and 
so to diminish the passenger traffic. And as the English are a commercial 
people, the writer considers it necessary to enquire if the proposed tax will be 
levied on passengers alone, or on goods as well. ee 

80. The Sanjivant of the 17th February says that if the financial difficulty 
of Government continues, it will soon land the 
administration in utter bankruptcy; and it need 
hardly be pointed out what a dangerous situation that will be for the Govern- 
ment of a country. To avert the situation by an increase of taxation is 
impossible, for the people of India will not be able to bear it, as was admitted 
even by Lord Lansdowne. It is said that Government proposes to double the 
rate of the income-tax. If so, incomes below one thousand rupees should be 
altogether, exempted from the tax. Itis necessary that Lord Elgin should at 
once boldly set about reducing the cost of the administration by a more 
extensive employment of natives in place of European employés, and by a 
surtailment of military and hill expenditure. The hill expenditure can be 
easily curtailed by the Viewer and the Provincial Governors going to the hills 
fora few months during summer accompanied only by one or two Secretaries, 
instead of by their whole Secretariat offices. His Lordship should also 
discontinue the exchange compensation allowance granted to the European 
and Eurasian servants of Government, and request the Home authorities to cut 
down Home expenditure. If these reforms are not effected, the financial 
difficulty of Government will not be removed. 

31. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 18th February has no hope 

that Government will ever bein § expenditure 


The proposed tax on railway 
passengers. 


The financial situation. 


Schemes of new taxation. 


seriously for the purpose of meeting the loss from 


exchange. For whenever it has proposed to retrench, it has only dismissed a 
lot of its ill-paid native employés, leaving the fat salaries of its European 
officers absolutely untouched. Ketrenchment should therefore be left out of 
consideration. Probably the deficit in the budget will be met either b 

increasing the rate of some existing tax or by imposing a new tax. As A 
the issue of a loan, as the interest on it will be a fresh charge on the revenues of 
the country, that course will not probably commend itself to the Finance Minister. 
Ife will therefore have ultimately to increase some existing tax. Now the 
question is, will he have the courage to select for increase a tax whose increase 
will not add to the miseries of the people? In India, all people, native as well 
as Anglo-Indian, are for the imposition of an import duty on European goods; 
but the duty cannot, nevertheless, be imposed because the cloth merchants of 
England are opposed to it. The people of England have not the courage to 
treat Australia, Cape Colony and Canada in the way they treat poor loyal 
India. Has dharma fled from the British heart ? In the opinion of the 
Herschell Committee, the imposition of an import duty on European piece- 
yoods will necessitate the imposition of a duty on cloth. manufactured in India. 
Now there is nothing new about this proposal, for, before the import duty on 
European piece-goods was abolished, a duty of 5 per cent. was sedis: 5 on 
{udian cloth, and the import duty was abolished because even that concession 
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failed to satisfy the English merchants. Who says the people of England 


are Christians? Did Jesus teach such selfishness and irreligion as the English 
ople are guilty of ? Again, in the opinion of the Committee, a revival of the 
import duty will mean the imposition of a duty not only on cloth manufactured 
in Indian mills, but on all cloths—even those that are hand-made. It seems ag 
if Shelley was right when he said that there was no God—there was onl 
Satan—for otherwise there would not be so much sin in the world. The 
Government of India ought, however, to protest once more against the opposi- 
tion of the English people to the revival of the import duty. If it does so, 
it may rest assured that it will be —" by all Provincial Governments and 
all the Indians, including Anglo-Indians, both official and non-official. ‘The 
people should also ask, with one voice, for a re-imposition of the import duty, 
and let England know that it would be both improper and impolitic for her to 
increase the burdens of her Indian subjects. : 
82. Vhe Bihar Bandhu for February asks from what source Government 
; proposes to mect the deficit in the budget, and says 
that people will have nothing left to eat if another 


The financial situation. 


tax is imposed upon them. 3 : 
33. It appears to the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 19th February, 
} from a correspondence published in the Indian Mirror 

‘he Mahestala oppressions. 


newspaper that the oppression oY soldiers at Mahes- 
tala still continues. Mr. Cotton callsthis a petty matter which might well be left 


to he dealt with by the local Magistrate. But the Magistrate has not yet stopped 
the oppression. It may appear trifling to the Government and its Secretaries, 
but not to the poor raiyats. | 

34. The Vuinik-o-Sumachar Chandrika of the 20th February has the follow- 
ing :— 

4. It is not true that, as the officers of Govern- 
ment say in their reports and resolutions, people have ceased to dislike the 
income-tax. No, their dislike for the tax remains as keen as ever, but they do not 

rotest against it simply because they know that it is perfectly useless to do so 
Lot not the Government therefore even think of increasing this tax. | 

2. The people are accustomed to the salt and excise duties, and a slight 
increase of the duty on those two heads will not cause much inconvenience. It 
is proposed to levy a tax on sugar and tobacco, but the imposition of taxes on 
those articles will necessitate a large increase of the excise establishment, besides 
causing inconvenience to the people. Again, sugar, though it is looked upon as 
an article of taxing in England, is a thing of every day consumption in India, 
and is therefore not fit to be taxed. A tax on sugar will necessitate the levy of 
a tax on gur, sugarcane and date-palm trees, and thereby lead to much 
oppression. 

A tax on tobacco will cause groat hardship to the labouring classes, who 
smoke with the object of sustaining themselves in the midst of their daily labour. 
It is the only solace of their lives, and a tax on it will send them mad. Tobacco 
imported into Calcutta was once proposed to be taxed, and the proposal drove 
labourers into a strike. | 

3. A succession tax 1s also talked of. But as the properties received b 
succession in this country are small and of trifling value, a succession duty will 
lead to much oppression here. Moreover, in the province governed by the 
Mitakshara Jaw, a son inherits his grandfather's property simultaneously with 
his father, and so there is not there, properly speaking, any scope for succession. 
Again, as inheritance in this country depends on the offering of pindas to the 
mines of the person whose property is Inherited, it is after all a religious affair, 


and the imposition of a duty like the one talked of will be open to grave object- 
tlon. 


Scheme of new taxation. 


T1I.—Lrecistative. 


39. Phe Milica of the loth February has the following :-— 
(The late interpeliations in the I, Phe tmal of eases by Magistrates while on 
Bengal Vouncil four, causes a good deal of ineonvenience to the 
parties concerned, Touses for lolging purposes cunnot be always had in the 
mnterior ef the mufassal, and the expense of taking witnesses there often becomes 
very great. Por thes reasons the Hon'ble Sira j-ul-Isiam put a question on the 


| oes 7 
subject at the last meeting of the Council. But it scems from his reply to the 
question that the Hon’ble Mr. Cotton did not quite understand it. It 1s hoped 
that the Hon’ble Member will again put the question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Cotton tried to make light of the Hon’ble Surendranath 
Banerji’s question about Ali Hossein’s petition, and his reply to it has not given 
satisfaction to the public. The nature of the enquiry which Government 
‘ustituted in the matter has not transpired. But if Government contented 
itself only with the Joint-Magistrate’s explanation, it must be said that a proper 
enquiry had not been made. Ali Hossein should have been asked to substantiate 
his statement. Itis this leniency on the part of Government that encourages 
wrong-doing by its officers. ; : A 

36. The Samay of the 16th February says that the way in which answers 

The interpellations inthe Bengal Were given to the questions put in the Bengal 
Council. Council on the 9th February last, clearly shows that 
Government considers itself mistaken in having given the right of interpellation 
to the members. The answers which were given on that occasion were of a most 
evasive character, and not even evasive answers were given in all cases without 
an expression of grave displeasure. Before his departure from India, Lord 
Lansdowne advised the people of this country not to cause any question to be 
asked in Parliament regarding India before an answer to it had been sought in 
the Councils here. This was good advice, no doubt; but considering the 


The late: interpellations in the 
Bengal Council. 


vis teteta 


on the 9th February last. 
_ The editer makes the following observations on some of the answers 
viven :— 

(1) One main object of jails in all civilised countries is to effect a moral 
reformation in the character of the prisoners. And the Government of this 
country may well be asked whether it considers it better to convert criminals 
into hardened bad characters by grinding them under a rigorous system of jail 
discipline, and by making them associate with notorious badmashes in jails, 
or to reform them by appealing to their conscience through the medium of 
moral and religious training. It is clear that Government in this country wants 
. a the evil propensities of criminals solely by a system of rigorous jail 

iscipline, 

_ (2) Mr. Cotton’s answer to Maulvi Siraj-ul-Islam’s question regarding the 
mconvenience which is caused by Magistrates taking up cases while on tour, has 
really startled the writer. It is not an uncommon thing to sce complainants, 
defendants and witnesses travelling miles and miles together in order to have 
their cases disposed of by the Magistrate on tour, and waiting for days together, 
citing and slecping under trees near the Magistrate’s camp. Considering that 
the subject has been repeatedly noticed in the press, Mr. Cotton’s answer argues 
that the Government never keeps itself informed about what is taking place in 
the country. However that may be, litigants will consider themselves greatl 
benefited if Government instructs all Magistrates to act according to the spirit 
of the Maulvi’s suggestion. 

_. (3) In answering Babu Surendranath Banerji’s question, Mr. Cotton 
sud that Government had heard nothing about the Oppressions which were 
comunitted by the sepoys of the 8th Bengal Cavalry at Mahestala in the 
“4-Parganas. The writer fails to understand how Mr. Coticn: could say that 
PPpressions which were committed within four or five miles of the Lieutenant- 
7vvcrnor’s residence never came to the knowledge of the authorities. The 
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BANGAVASI. 


( 49 ) 


story of these oppressions was repeatedly published in this paper, and the writer 
knows that the Government translator sent up to Government a translation of 
the published story. How could Mr. Cotton then say that Government never 
heard of these oppressions? May not the writer say, after this, like the old 
woman who admonished Mahmud of Ghazni, that if the Government cannot 
keep itself informed of the o pressions that are committed within five miles of 
its capital, it should restrict 1ts dominions within an area of two or three miles 
at the most? The writer received information that the oppressions had not 
ceased even on the 15th February. If the Government is incapable of check. 
ing oppressions, what is the good of its existing at all? 

(4) Mr. Cotton evaded the more serious and important part of Baby 
Surendranath’s question about Mr. Morshead, that is, whether Mr. Morshead 
had not been invested with summary powers even after the receipt of the 
unfavourable report made against him by the District Magistrate. Was not 


Mr. Morshead deprived of summary powers only after Babu Surendranath 
gave notice of his question ? : 

(5) In replying to Babu Surendranath’s question regarding the conduct 
of Mr. Lang towards a Muhammadan witness during the trial of the Basantapur 
case, Mr. Cotton said that Mr. Lang’s explanation satisfied the Lieutenant. 
Governor that the charge against that officer was a false one. But should Mr. 
Lang’s explanation alone have satisfied Government? Was not Mr. Radice of 
Balasore found guilty even after the District Magistrate and the Divisional 
Commissioner had reported him innocent? In the present case, a report from 


-the Commissioner at least, should have been called for. 


38. The Bangavasi of the 17th February is alarmed at the introduction 
: | of the Drainage bill in the Bengal Council, and 
— Bengal Senitary Drainage says that the residents of the mufassal are alread 
so burdened with taxes and cesses that the imposi- 
tion of a fresh tax upon them will make it difficult for them to live with their 
goods and chattels. ‘The people have been crying to be delivered from -the 
oppressions which are committed upon them in connection with the road cess 
collections; but instead of hearing those cries, Government is going to impose 
a fresh burden upon them. ‘lhe proposed tax will be levied no doubt for the 
benefit of the people; but who will enjoy the benefit when all the people 
shall be driven out of their homes in consequence of their failure to pay the 

impost ? 3 
é 39. The same paper says that the following three points ought to attract the 
| special notice of those who are anxious for a reform 
Suggestions of the jails, namely, the demoralising effect of the 
existing jail rules ; the bad diet arranzement; and 

the overworking of prisoners, which frequently leads to illness. 

The absence, under the existing rules, of any classification of prisoners 
compels an otherwise honest man to live and associate with dacoits, murderers, 
and habitual thieves, who have spent the best portion of their lives in jail; 
and his morals are, as a matter of course, corrupted. The only remedy for 
this evil lics in a classification of prisoners and their confincment in separate 
places. ‘The Prisons Bill, it 1s to be noted, has not quite overlooked this point 

Again, not prisoners alone but even unconvicted persons detained in -Aajat 
have to suffer the same mistortune. By the favour of Government the writer 
had at one time to spend a few days in hajat, when he had to live and associate 
with three murderers, two forgers, and four habitual thieves, most of them 
men of the lowest caste in Ilindu society, and who had already lived in jails 
for various terms. The writer was not proved guilty of any offence, and was, 
accordingly, not convicted, but he had, all the same, to live his term in /ajat 


The Prisons Bill: 


for prison reform. 


with the worst characters. 


= Tho food which, during his detention in dajat, the writer saw given to the 
prisoners was Of the worst quality, and he was very much alarmed that he 
might be compelled to cat it. It did not, however, appear so very bad to low 
caste prisoners, though some of them complained thatit was insufficient for 
them. | 
> i : : : i. ® . : : ° . 
Prisoners should be classified not only according to the nature of ther 
punishments, or of their offences, but also according to their caste and class i? 
society. And their classification should determine ‘the places in which they 
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should live and the quality of the food they should receive. The absence of 
a diet classification causes great hardship to a large class of prisoners. 

A labour classification should also be made on the same basis, that is to 
say, on the basis of a caste classification. Under the existing rules, a respectable 
or a rich man, who never before did hard physical work, has to work as hard 
in jail as an ordinary prisoner of the cooly class. This is certainly not Just. 
If, therefore, in enacting a new prison law, the authorities are really anxious 
to reform the jails, and do not wish to make a mere show of reform, they 
should make a provision authorising a classification of prisoners for the purposes 
of labour, and requiring that every prisoner shall be made to do work according 
to his physical capacity. 

~The writer cannot conclude without referring to one or two other matters. 
There is no caste distinction worth the name in the jails. It is true a 
nominal distinction is made between Hindus and Musalmans, but the latter 
sit down to dinner in the same row with the Hindus, a very small distance 
separating them. Hindus—Brahmans and Kayasthas—and_ Chandals and 


Muddafarases all sit in one row to eat their food. Sometimes Hindu prisoners | 


have to dine off the same dishes which Musalman prisoners have dined off 

before. Hindu prisoners have to make water in a standing posture, a practice 

prohibited by the Hindu Sastras. And Brahmans and ayasthas, equally 
with prisoners of the inferior caste, are made to cover their own excretions 

with earth, and go some distance for a wash. There is no provision for 

religious worship, and Hindus are made to eat food prohibited in the Sastras. 

40. The Sulabh Dainik of the 17th February protests against the proposal 
to stop hook-swinging by legislation, and is glad 
to see the Englishman too protesting against it. ‘The 
practice now exists only ina few places and will 
die out of itself. Legislation in every matter does more harm than good. 

41. The Sulabh Daintk of the 19th February says that Babu Surendranath 
Banerji has fully exposed the rudeness and _high- 
handedness of the Civilians by making Mr. Lang’s 
conduct the subject of an interpellation in the 
Bengal Council. This Civilian grossly abused a witness in his Court, but 
Government has taken no notice of his conduct beyond calling for an explana- 
tion, with which, it says, it is satisfied. Babu Surendranath asked several 
other important questions, to none of which definite and satisfactory replies 
were given. The writer is glad at the way in which Babu Surendranath is doing 
his work in the Council. It is hoped that he will again and again hold up such 
oppressive acts of the officials to the public gaze. If this is done, the evil may 
be remedied in time. , 

42. The Dauinik o-Samachar Chandrika of the 21st February has 

eo the following in connection with the Prisons 
ahe Prisons Bill, Bil). | 

In allotting work to prisoners in jails, no regard is paid to their previous 
habits of life. This means over-work and untimely death to many. It is 
therefore very desirable that the new Bill should contain a provision laying 
down different forms of labour for different classes of prisoners. Many of the 
existing jail regulations tend to harden the hearts of prisoners without 
reforming their character. Solitary imprisonment, for instance, ruins the 
health of prisoners and breaks their heart without doing them any good. Sir 
Antony MacDonnell has therefore done well in trying to do away with the rigours 
of that form of punishment. The public will be glad if solitary imprisonment 
18 wholly abolished. As penal diet also tends to produce the same effects as 
solitary imprisonment, no one will be sorry to see it abolished. 

_ But more harm than 
solitary imprisonment, the practice of putting prisoners in irons is ‘resorted to 
more frequently than now. There will be no harm if only unruly prisoners 
with murderous instincts are put in irons. But even in that case much o pres- 
‘ion will result if the power of inflicting that form of punishment is left in the 
hands of all prison officers without distinction. The law should require jailors 

in all cases to-obtain a Magistrate’s permission for the exercise of that power. 

Asa reference to Magistrates in all cases may cause inconvenience, it is 


Proposed legislation about hook- 
swinging. 


Babu Surendranath Banerji’s 
interpellations in the Council. 


good will follow if as a substitute for penal diet and 


proposed that in urgent cases jailors may provisionally order prisoners to be. 


SuLasBa DaInix, 


SuULABH DaiNix, 
Feb. 19th, 1894. 
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put in irons, the order being subsequently confirmed by a Magistrate after a ful] 
enquiry made on the spot. 

~ As the Indian Penal Code provides a uniform system of punishment for all 
India, it is desirable that prison regulations as well as punishments for prison 


offences should also be uniform all over the country, and so Sir Anton 


MacDonnell’s efforts towards that end meet with the writer’s approval. His 
Bill should contain provisions curtailing the powers of jail officers for oppressing- 
and ill-treating prisoners, and affording the latter an adequate protection of the 
law, for, as subjects of the Quecn-Empress, they too require protection. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


43. The Sahachar of the 14th February has the following in con 
with the Yeola riot:— : : 

The writer again asks the Government of 
India to appoint a commission to enquire into these quarrels between Hindus and 
Musalmans. liots on the occasion of festivals have some meaning, but when 
the riot at Yeola broke out, no festival of any kind was being celebrated by 
either people, and this shows that these religious quarrels are becoming more 
and more common, At Yeola the Hindus desisted from rioting directly they 
were ordcred to do so by the authorities, but not so the Musalmans. Even the 
Anglo-Indian newspapers have had to admit that thé latter continued much longer 


nection 
The riot at Yeola. 


to pelt the police and the local officials with bricks and stones. Nevertheless, 


only a number of Ilindus have been arrested in connection with the affair, and 
if the correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Putrika, signing himself ‘ Mahratta’ is 
to be believed, the local authorities are still gomg on making arrests among 
Hindus alone. How long will this state of things continue? There is no proof 
as to who threw the pig into the masjid. It may have been the work of a 
Hindu badmash—of one of a class of men, that is, who love riotiny for the 
opportunity it gives them for theft and plunder, or it may have been the out- 
‘come of a deliberate plan on the part of those who wish to see the two peoples - 
quarrel with each other. As regards the fire in the masjid, considering that it 
is guarded day and night, how was it that people got access to it in order to 
smear it with kerosine preparatory to setting fire to it? If the incident had 
been due to Hindu intrigue, the Hindus would have taken care to guard their 
templo so as to prevent Musalmans from forcing an entrance into it. But then, 
it is not at all likely that low class people should weigh these considerations. 
In their mind the sight of a pig in their masjid was enough to fix the blame on 
the Hindus. But the correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika, quoted above, 
doubts the truth of the pig incident. Be that as it may, the Musalmans were 


the first to attack the Hindus. Whoever began the quarrel, the result has been 


a deplorable one, and the writer asks once more how long will this state of 
things continue? During Lord Lansdowne’s administration he had no hope of 
obtaining justice, for His Lordship’s policy was anti-Hindu. Musalmans were 
not at all concerned in the Ilurdwar affair, and yet in that affair the Hindus 
failed to obtain redress at his hands. The congress movement has made many 
European officials hostile to the Hindus, and these officials, the writer regrets to 
say, take up the side of the Musalmans in all quarrels between them and the 
Hindus. These men forget that it is their first duty to preserve the peace of 
the Mmpire, and thereby uphold the prestige of Government both here and in 
England. All over the country the European officials as a body now try to 
repress the Hindus by according an over-indulgent treatment to the Musalmans. 
Mducated Musalinans, however, know well that these very officials who show such 
outward favour to their community, really curse them in their hearts. 
Directly a Musalman claims equality with them, he is snubbed for his 
lu pertinence, ? fo oe 

This is proved by the attitude which the European Judges of the Allahabad 
ligh Court adopted towards Mr, Justice Mahmud. ©The incident is also 
illustrative of the fact that even Judges in this country are not free from political 
bias. | This Is not at all to be wondered at, seeing that political Judges exist 
even im England. Rightly or wrongly there exists in the country the impres- 
s1on that the ofheials have come to look upon the Hindus with dislike, and this 
impression will have to be removed. Lord Elgin is asked to study the 
situation carefully aud to undo the policy of his predecessor. If this is not 


[ i 3 
done, English administration in India will gradually assume a Russian form, and 
India will be converted into another Poland. Is not one Ireland enough to keep 
the hands of English Statesmen full? Let a commission be appointed to enquire 


into the root of the mischief, and let those officials who are setting class against — 


class be pensioned off. 

44. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 15th February throws the 
entire blame of the Yeola riot on the Hindus, and 
says that Musalmans alone were fired at and killed 
by the policemen, who were all Hindus. The writer adds that riots are brought 
about by the Hindus with the object of taking revenge on the Musalmans for 
not joining the Congress. 


The riot at Yeola. 


AssAM PAPERS. 


45. The Srihattavasi for the second fortnight of Magh 1300 B.S., says that 
itis true the attention of Government has been 
Government in the Balladhun drawn, by questions in the Viceroy’s Legislative 
= Council and in the British Parliament, to the mis- 
carriage of justice which occurred in the trial of the Balladhun case in the 
lower Courts, but it is not likely that Government will take any action in the 
matter. Who does not remember the ge ge agitation in the press in 
connection with the Mymensingh case? But did that agitation produce any 
result beyond calling forth from the Bengal Government a short resolution, 
administering a small rebuke to Mr. Phillips for his imjudicious conduct, but 
defending his action as perfectly bond fide. Perhaps these two latin words 
bond and fide were coined for the sole benefit of Indian hakims, for, under 
the shelter of these words, those hakims = ae at justice and grossly violate 
the law. They can act in a most unjust and unlawful manner, but so long 
as they can shelter themselves behind the two words bond fide, there 1s no one 
to harm them. So, when no better justice was received at the hands of the 
Government of a highly enlightened province like Bengal, it is idle to expect 
the ruler of a non-regulation province to redress the wrong which has been 
done in one case of miscarriage of justice. ‘The utmost the Chief Commissioner 
can be expected todo under fear of Parliament, is that he will probably write 
a resolution administering a mild rebuke to the police and the judicial officers 
in the case, but at the same time defending their conduct as perfectly bond fide. 
46. The same paper will be glad if the Abors are not wholly exter- 
| -minated as the result of the expedition which has 
been sent against them. 
47. Referring to the rent disturbances in Assam, the same paper says 
that, though under British rule India has been 
enjoying uninterrupted peace, her people are far 
from being prosperous, and a spirit of discontent 
scems to be reigning everywhere. Indeed, the people are daily finding it hard 
to procure their livelihood, and are every moment in fear of impending famine. 
Their increasing poverty is, no doubt, due to a certain extent to increasing 
luxuriousness arising from western enlightenment. But it is the heavy taxation 
to which they have been subjected that is principally responsible for their 
growing misery. Government is spending no end of mone 
_ the north-western frontier, and in purchasing the friendship of the Amir, not 
heeding that the strongest fortifications cannot save from utter ruin the Empire 
Whose subjects get no food to eat and are discontented. Not to go far, did not 
the powerful Mughal empire fall to pieces the moment Aurungzcbe forsook 
his reat grandfather’s policy and offended his Hindu subjects? The con- 


The Abor expedition. 


The lesson of the Assam rent 
disturbances. 


tentment and loyalty of a subject-people are the best bulwarks against foreign | 


enemies, and the English Government will act indiscreetly not to shelter itself 
bchind these fortifications. The chronic discontent of the Indian people makes 
the writer fear lest, joined with English education, it produce in India such 
people as the Anarchists and Nihilists of Europe. 4 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
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